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What We Stand For
In the coming year we are going to face challenges many of us cannot predict. 
Now more than ever we need people and organizations who protect and 
champion the rights of children with disabilities and their families. Allies who 
will stand up, organize and mobilize, and ensure that these precious rights—
which generations have fought so hard for continue to be protected. 

Eleven years ago the PEAL 
Center was established as 
an organization of parents 
of children with disabilities 
and special health care 
needs reaching out to 
assist other parents and 
the professionals who 
support them. Founded on 
the belief that all children 
should lead rich, active 
lives and participate as 
full members of their 
schools and communities. 
We continue to hold true to our mission to ensure inclusive schools and 
communities by providing training, information, parent leadership, and 
technical assistance to individuals, families and all of the people who support 
them.

As we head into 2017, the good news is that although there will be challenges, 
we are surrounded by organizations, like the Education Law Center of 
Pennsylvania, United Way of Southwestern Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Health 
Law Project, Disability Rights Pennsylvania that share our commitment. Like-
minded parent and community groups such as the Education Rights Network, 
Local Task Forces, and so many others remain steadfast partners in our 
commitment work to ensure that all children have access to quality public 
education and quality health care. There is no question that the next few years 
are going to be difficult. However, we know from our experience that “a small 
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the 
only thing that ever has.” (Margaret Mead)

This is our promise that we will stand up, organize and mobilize, and continue 
our work toward a Pennsylvania where all children with disabilities and special 
health care needs lead rich, active lives and participate as full members of their 
schools and communities.

We All Have a Voice: 
When We Raise Them 

Together We Are 
Stronger

Save the Date
The PEAL Center’s

11th Annual  
Inclusive Communities 

Conference

March 22, 2017

http://www.pealcenter.org
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What’s Happening!  
PEAL Center Updates 

New Executive Director
As we have said goodbye to 2016 and hello to 
2017, the PEAL Center is also saying goodbye to 
our fearless leader and founder, Liz Healey. Last 
year Liz announced her retirement at the end of 
the 2016 calendar year. Our Board of Directors 
carried out an intensive search for PEAL’s new 
Executive Director. In September we announced 
that Jeannine H. Brinkley would succeed Liz as 
of January 1, 2017. 

We are thrilled with the Board’s decision and 
welcome Jeannine! Stop by PEAL’s Open House 
on Friday, January 27th to meet her and see our 
new office space.

PEAL Pittsburgh Open House

Dear Cindy: 
In a recent PEAL Newsletter it mentioned 
the updated Annotated Evaluation and 
Reevaluation Reports. This is exactly what I 
need for my daughter’s upcoming evaluation! 
Can you tell me where and how I can find 
more information?

Sincerely,
- More Info Please

Dear More Info: 
Yes! The annotated forms which include
detailed notes are now available on the
Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance
Network website.
 
You can find the Annotated Reevaluation
Report at http://bit.ly/2j5OccZ.

The Annotated Evaluation Report can be seen
at http://bit.ly/2jp39YI.
 
The PEAL Center and our partners provided
multiple training sessions about these
updated forms across PA as well as
presentations at the PA Department of
Education(PDE) Annual conference in 2015
and 2016.

Presentation handouts used in training
about the Family Guide to Understanding
Evaluation and Reevaluation Reports can
be seen here: http://bit.ly/2jhNrAR.

A webinar reviewing the updated forms is
being developed by PaTTAN and will be
broadcast later this year. Look for our
presentation at the 2017 PDE Conference as
well! If you have questions, please do not
hesitate to call the PEAL Center at
1-866-950-1040.

- Cindy

Annotated Evaluation & 
Reevaluation Reports

OPEN HOUSE
 

You are cordially invited to attend an Open House at 
 the PEAL Center to celebrate and honor

ELISABETH HEALEY
 Retiring after 11 years as the founder and  

Executive Director of the PEAL Center.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27, 2017

Come see the new office space on the historic  
South Side of Pittsburgh!

(Coffee, tea, and pastries provided)

PEAL Center 
2325 E Carson St., Suite 100 A

Pittsburgh, PA 15203

Stop in and say hi anytime from
10 am - 2 pm
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N
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Passing the Baton 
January marks a bittersweet yet exciting moment 
for the PEAL Center. Our founder and first 
Executive Director, Liz Healey, retires after eleven 
dedicated years of service for families of children 
with disabilities and special health care needs. 
As the organization transitions to its next leader, 
Jeannine H. Brinkley, we look forward to our 
continued mission of education, advocacy, and 
leadership for families of children with disabilities 
and special health care needs as we work toward 
building communities across Pennsylvania that 
include all children . 

On June 14, 2016, we announced that Liz was 
going to retire at the end of the calendar year. In 2005 Liz wrote and received the grant to start 
the PEAL Center, an organization of parents of children with disabilities who provide support 
for families to obtain high qualtiy inclusive educational services for their children. Liz quickly 
grew the organization to meet the needs of families to address special health care and extended 
services and support across the entire state of Pennsylvania. She has guided the PEAL Center in 
taking on new projects while staying true to its original mission. 

PEAL’s Board of Directors conducted a search to identify Liz’s successor and in September we 
announced Jeannine H. Brinkley as the new Executive Director. Jeannine brings to PEAL more 
than three decades of expertise in inclusive practices, special education, and supporting school 
teams to transform service delivery, as well as personal experience supporting family members 
with disabilities. As Executive Director, Jeannine will oversee PEAL’s statewide organization which 
provides information, resources and training, as well as individual assistance to families. The 
PEAL Center focuses on strategies to develop inclusive education and effective health care for 
children with disabilities, as well as developing innovative resources and supporting system level 
improvements. 

“On behalf of the Board of Directors of the PEAL Center, I am delighted to welcome Jeannine 
Brinkley as the new Executive Director,” says Board President Dr. Linda Rhen. “Her wealth of 
experience and demonstrated leadership in helping to create new possibilities for children and 
youth with disabilities will help the PEAL Center move forward in its mission to ensure that all 
children, youth, young adults, and adults with disabilities or special health care needs lead rich 
active lives and participate as full members of their schools and communities.” 

As our leadership transitions, PEAL will continue to serve its mission through face-to-face 
workshops, web-based training and resources, one-on-one parent advising, and the development 
and distribution of resource materials. Contact info@pealcenter.org for additional information.
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This interview with Liz Healey and Jeannine Brinkley was conducted and condensed by the PEAL 
Center’s Director of Outreach and Marketing, Grace D’Angelis. 

PEAL Center (PC): Jeannine, we are thrilled to welcome you to 
the PEAL Center as the new executive director. What are you 
most looking forward to in your new role? 

Jeannine Brinkley (JB): I am most looking forward to being in 
a position to make a difference for families and youth at the 
systems level.

PC: This is always a hard question to answer, but we think you 
can handle it, tell us about yourself.

JB: After I received my BS in Early Childhood/Elementary 
Education I started my career path as a professional and 
houseparent at the Western PA School for Blind Children. Soon 
after, I began a graduate program with a focus on teaching students with “severe disabilities” at the 
University of Pittsburgh, while I continued to work as a paraprofessional. This program afforded me 
the opportunity to take coursework toward a Master’s degree and move into a Doctoral program 
while engaging in field experiences. In 1989 I was recruited to work at the Western Instruction 
Support Center (WISC) where I provided technical assistance to schools in Western PA, focused on 
students with significant disabilities. From 1989 through 2017, I remained in the state and county 
technical assistance roles focused on inclusive education, systems change, positive behavior support, 
and interagency coordination. In that role I helped to implement the GATEWAYS System Change 
Program – PA’s first statewide effort to move toward inclusive schools. When the Gaskin Settlement 
Agreement occurred in 2014, the Bureau of Special Education asked me to take on the coordination 
of the implementation of the settlement activities, which was both exciting and challenging! Most 
recently, I had the privilege to collaborate in conceptualizing and implementing Project MAX, PA’s 
State Professional Development Grant, focused on building capacity in schools to maximize access to 
grade level general education curriculum for learners with complex instructional needs.

PC: Was there a defining moment for you that lead you on this journey of advocacy for children with 
disabilities and special health care needs? 

JB: The moment I realized that there were families who had to put their child on a van to send 
them to a residential school each week started me on this path help to create inclusive schools and 
communities by educating schools and empowering families to understand that inclusion is possible.

PC: This question is for Liz. In your words, why is Jeannine the right person to succeed you? 

Liz Healey (LH): Jeannine shares the PEAL Center’s vision and passion for social justice—that all people 
with disabilities are valued members of our communities. Jeannine has been an advocate for inclusion 
and an ally in helping families create the inclusive education experiences they are seeking for their 
children. She combines both the knowledge of how to design inclusive services and the administrative 
skills to use the resources of the PEAL Center to support families and youth and work for systems 
change.

Q & A with Liz Healey and Jeannine H. Brinkley

Jeannine Brinkley



We hope you will join the PEAL Center staff in wishing Jeannine H. Brinkley
the best possible start to her new role as Executive Director by making a
contribution to support PEAL’s work in 2017 and beyond. Liz Healey knows

better than most how important every contribution is in keeping PEAL’s many activities going.
If you would like to give her a parting gift, please consider making a donation to the Liz Healey
Advocacy Fund, an unrestricted advocacy fund to ensure inclusion for all children and young
adults with disabilities and special health care needs. Please make your check payable to “PEAL
Center” and put “Liz Healey Advocacy Fund” in the memo.. 

PC: Liz, what is the one piece of advice you can give Jeannine as she 
takes on this new role? 

LH: The PEAL Center needs to recognize those things that we can
do most effectively that make the greatest impact, and not try to
be all things and spread ourselves too thin. We have been able to
magnify our impact by partnering with others who share our values
and beliefs. Our relationships with our partners are critical to the
success.

PC: Jeannine, what do you want PEAL’s community to know about 
you? 

JB: That I am passionate in my belief that inclusive schools and 
communities are better for everyone and that working together 
with partners makes us stronger. I hope we continue to learn and  
grow together. 

PC: Jeannine, what is the first thing you’re going to do on your first day in PEAL’s office? 

JB: Identify the highest priority actions that I can take to support and grow PEAL—and make sure I know 
the alarm code! 

PC: Liz, what is the first thing you’re going to do on your first day of retirement? 

LH: Give myself the space to step back and make a plan for the coming year. There are many unknowns
in the changes being debated for health care and health insurance. I feel a bit like I did when I began
my advocacy journey many years ago. I need to understand how to ensure that my daughter continues
to have access to the services she needs, and the best way to do that is to ensure others have the
supports they need to be full active members of our community. I anticipate a busy year!

5

Liz Healey
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Project MAX and the Statewide Parent Network

Visualize a school where all students have access to 
the general education curriculum, where students with 
complex instructional needs have the opportunity to 
actively communicate and participate. In this learning 
environment there is a culture where everyone has the 
knowledge, skills and drive to reach all children. Project 
MAX is an initiative designed to build more schools like 
this!

Through networking, training events, webinars, Project 
MAX connects families and educators to lead change 
for students who receive special education. Project 
MAX focuses on system-wide change; history has taught 
us that families play a critical role when it comes to 
big change in educational settings. It is the voice of 
the families that drives reform. The development of a 
Statewide Parent Network, as a part of the Project MAX 
initiative, gives momentum to the educational system 
change. 

The PEAL Center, Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network (PaTTAN) and Hispanos Unidos 
para Niños Excepcionales (HUNE) have held training and networking meetings across the state. These 
serve as a forum for parents to network and share their experiences. Experienced parents and partners 
provide insights to help other parents work with their schools to ensure that each student has every 
opportunity to learn and thrive in an inclusive school setting. MAX Coordinators also attend expositions 
that focus on assistive technology (AT) to promote and understand the role that AT plays in maximizing 
access and learning for students with complex instructional needs—the guiding principle of Project MAX. 

Want to know if a training or networking event is happening in your area? 
Contact Lori or Tammi at 1-866-950-1040, Enid or Yovana at a la Línea de Asistencia del Proyecto MAX: 
(215) 595-5866 (Español e Inglés), or email the Parent Partners at parentnetwork@pattan.net.  We look 
forward to hearing from you.
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Imagine Different… Achieve Different!  
Family Life for All Children with Disabilities in Pennsylvania

There are hundreds of children and young adults with developmental
disabilities in Pennsylvania who are not growing up with families, but instead
are living in facilities. Hundreds more are at risk of admission because it is
often easier to place a child in a facility than to get families the supports and
services they need so their child can grow up at home.

Who we are
The Imagine Different Coalition represents the grass roots effort of a
passionate and informed group of parents, individuals with 
developmental
disabilities, advocates, and professionals from across the state that has
come together because of a common concern about the number of
children with disabilities growing up in congregate care facilities. The
coalition emerged out of a grant from the Pennsylvania Developmental
Disabilities Council awarded to the PEAL Center in July 2012. 

What we believe
We believe that every child should have the opportunity to grow up 
in a loving family. Facilities cannot meet the most important factor in 
providing for the welfare of each individual child —the daily experience 
of love and sense of belonging that families uniquely offer. Our members 
have deep personal experience with children with disabilities and knowledge
about how the system currently works in Pennsylvania. We also know from
our research how other states have successfully redirected resources to support individual families and
reduced use of facilities. Our goal is to educate others throughout Pennsylvania about what is possible,
so that the state’s resources and activities can be redirected toward supporting family life now and into
the future. In December 2016, we received, with deep gratitude, a grant from the Edith L. Trees
Charitable Trust to continue the work of the Imagine Different Coalition.

Our work
We have developed workbooks to guide families, people who help families find support, and system
representatives through a process of rethinking decisions to place children in facilities by (1) imagining
a different direction – family life for all children with disabilities—and (2) accessing the necessary
supports that achieve child well-being and family living. You can download these workbooks at: www.
imaginedifferent.org/toolkit. With this foundation, we have begun meeting with state officials to discuss
the importance of family life for all children with developmental disabilities. We continue to research
and communicate changes that can make this possible. A growing and deepening consensus is evident
among key leaders that supporting family life is the right thing to do for children with developmental
disabilities. They are open to continuing dialogue with the Imagine Different Coalition and considering
our recommendations as they determine how to move forward from general agreement to actualizing
changes.

To learn more, please visit our website at www.imaginedifferent.org.

Did you  
know?
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Want to Help the 
PEAL Center?
Donate  to the PEAL Center by 
signing up to receive the  
newsletter electronically—saving 
PEAL $1.50 per issue!   
Go to www.pealcenter.org and click 
on “Join our mailing list” at the top of 
the page or call 1-866-950-1040.

Wednesday
March 22, 2017

Beth El Congregation 
Pittsburgh

SAVE the DATE!
PEAL 11th Annual 

Inclusive Communities 
Conference

Be on the lookout for brochure and registration information in early February!

We All Have a Voice: 
When We Raise Them Together 

We Are Stronger
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